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INTRODUCTION

The human rights abuse recBunted in this report has taken place in the
context of the ongoing war of attrition between the Sccialist Republic
of the Union of Burma ard numerous ethnic minority insurgents and
political resistance groups. This conflict has been fought in the
frontier arees since Burma's Independence (1948). The Shan State

ig the largest state in Burma's union, located in the northeast

of the country, bordering Thailand, laos, and China. In the Shan
State various factions have fought the Burmese government and

each other since the 1950's. These groups include ethnic separatists,
communists, Chinese nationalists, and narcotics trade armies.

In the Shan State, insurgents finance their efforts by faxing,
protecting and escorting black market smuggling activities,
Commoditiea gmuggled inte Burma on insurgent controlled routes
include caonsumer goods such as clothing, medicine, machinery,
textiles, Commodisies smuggled out include rice, livestock,
forest products, gems and minerals, and opium/hercin. Lack of
development and socialist constraints on production and trade
have resulted in the black market being the dominant econcmic
system in the Shan State,

‘The Burmese Army has scught to suppress the Insurgency by discouraging

civilian support for the rebela. Military efforts in this regard
have been so heavy-handed as to often result in civilians turning to
insurgent groups for protection from the Burmese Army. Burmese
government programs such &s the establishment of "strategic hamlets"
(in which entire villages are relocated in confined areas to deprive
insurgents of their support), and consexriptdon. of civilians for
service as porters for the Army, have resulted in large scale
displacement of population in the Shan State. Many inhabitants of
the Shan Stagé are hill tribes, who are traditionally semi-nomadic,
and when confronted with warfare and abuse, they have become refugees,
Also, Shan and Chinese villagers have ¥led théir.permanent villages,
many as far as Thailand. These displaced persons are not welcome

in Thailand, and many have been harassed and exploited. They are not
officially recognized as refugeeg, and do not receive international
relief aid, ‘

Burmege military abuse of civilians in the Shan State matches a patter
of abuse prevalent thoughout the frontier war zone, The military
tactics -- forced labor, strategic hamlets, torture, destruction of
villages -- occur in all the frontier areas. This appears to be
institutionalized abuse aimed at either bringing the ethnic minorities
under complete government control or causing them to leave Burma.

Such abuse is particularly prevalent in the "gray areas" that are
under neither firm governmant control ner firm insurgent juristiction.
The "gray areag" are sporadically contested by the Burmese Army and
various insurgent factions, Civilians caught between the sides in thes
areas, generally impoverished hill tribe farmers, are frequent-targets



of abusive ﬁurmese government programs. Insurgent groups are also
guilty of abuse of civilianse, such as forced labor and consciption,
although on & smaller scale and in & less institutionelized form
than the Burmese government, Human rights abuse by insmrgent groups
has been limited somewhat by the fact that they are indigenous
groups (for the most part) dependant on the good will of the local
pecple for support; while the Burmese military forces are outsiders

P RO

with different strategic considerations.,

In recent years, the Burmese government has been able to justify
campaigns in the Shan ‘State and win outside aid for them by portraying
their efforts as narcotics eradication campaigns, Thé United States
government has donated 2,4-D herbicide (an Agent QOrange ingredient)
~and spraying aircraft to Burma for narcotics eradicatién. The 2,4-D
spraying program has been conducted in two "gray areas" of the Shan
State, Kengtung (south of Kengtung town, north of Mong Hsat) and
Kutkai (east of Lashio, west of Salween River), during December 1985-
Februery 1986 and December 1386~February 1987.

Major opium growing areas such as Kokang and Wa have‘n;t been sprayed
as they are protected by insurgent anti-aircraft capabilities. Other
opium growing areas are protected by deals with and payoffs to Burmsse
military forces. The 2,4-D spraying program has had very little
effect on the Shan State's opium production level, It has, however,
~devastated numerouws hill tribe, Shan and Chinese villages in the
affected "gray areag", Opium has been grown in the Shan State for ’
over 100 years. Growers depend on their opium fields to provide the
minimum trade income necessary for survival. Opium is bartered for

" necessities such as clothing eand medicine, and often used to obtain
cash necessary to pay Burmese government taxes and quotas, At present
there are few alternative trade crops, To eliminate opium production
in the Shan State, alternative crops must be provided, with the means
to market them. This would require the development of trade networks,
transportation, and other commercial infrastructure. At present,

. commercial infrastructure of this sort exists only for one crop:
opium. Destroying the opium fields without providing alternative
crops results only in the destitute villageras fleeing to areas

where they can grow 6pium under insurgent protection, or to laos
(where they can grow opium without government harassment), or to
Thailand where they are barely tolerated refugees,

The 2,4-D spraylng program appears to be carried out in a manner

that endangers civilians in the sprayed areas, The hérbicide and

spray drift have ruined and contaminated food crops as well as opium
crops., Spraying has beenhdonemin inhabited areas, lllnesses and deaths
due " to ingéstion of sprayed food, comtact with spray.and inhalation

of spray, have been reported. Both humans and 11veatock have been -
reported affected by %the herbicide. Such effects, and rumored/percelved
effects of the spraying program have contributed to displacement
migration in the Shan State.

™
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INTRODUcTiQN

The human rights abuse recBunted in this report has taken place in the
context of the ongoing war of attrition between the Socialist Republic
of the Union of Burma and numercus ethnic minority insurgents and
political resistance groups. This conflict has been fought in the
frontier areas since Burma's Independence {(194B). The Shan State

is the largest state in Burma's union, located in the northeast

of the country, bordering Thailand, Laos, and China. In the Shan

State various factions have fought the Burmese government and

each other since the 1950's. These groups include ethnic separatists,
communists, Chinese nationzlists, and narcotics trade armies.

In the Shan State, insurgents finance their efforts by {axing,
protecting and esccrting black market smuggling sctivities.
Commodities smuggled into Burma on insurgent controlled routes
include consumer goods such as clothing, medicine, machinery,
textiles., Commodisies smuggled out include rice, livestock,
forest products, gems and minérals, and opium/heroin, lack of
development and socialist constraints on production and trade
have resulted in the black market being the dominant economic
system in the Shan State,

"The Burmese Army has sought to suppress the insurgency by discouraging

civilian gupport for the rebels. Military efforts in this regard
have been so heavy-handed as to often result in civilians turning to
insurgent groups for protection from the Burmese Army. Burmese
government programs such as the establishment of "strategic hamlets"
(in which entire villages are relocated in confined areas to deprive
insurgents of their support), and conscription. of civilians for
service as porters for the Army, have resulted in large scale
displacement of population in the Shan State. Many inhabitants of
the Shan Staéé are hill tribes, who are traditionally semi-nomadic,
and when confronted with warfare and abuse, they have become refugees.
Also, Shan and Chinese villagers have Tled théir.permdnent villages,
many as far as Thalland. These displaced persons are not welcome

in Thailand, and many have been harassed and exploited. They are not
officially recognized as refugees, and do nct receive international
relief aid, '

Burmese military abuse of civilians in the Shan State matches a pattern
of abuse prevalent thcughout the frontier war zone, The military
tactics -~ forced labor, strategic hamlets, torture, destruction of
villages -- occur in all the frontier areas. This appears to be
institutionalized abuse aimed at either bringing the ethnic minorities
under complete government control or causing them to leave Burma.

Such abuse is particularly prevalent in the m"gray areas” that are

under neither firm government control ner firm insurgent juristiction.
The "gray areas" are sporadically contested by the Burmese Army and
various insurgent factions. Civilians caught between the sides in these
areas, generally impoverished hill tribde farmers, are frequenttargets



of abusive Surmese government programs. Insurgent groups are also
guilty of abuse of civilians, such as forced lador and consciption,
although on 2 smaller scale and in & less institutionalized form
than the Burmese government, Human rights abuse by insurgent groups
has been limited somewhat by the fact that they are indigenous
groups (for the most part) dependant on the good will of the local
pecple for support; while the Burmese military forces are outsiders
with different strategic considerationms.

In recent years, the Burmese government has been able to justify
campaigns in the Shan ‘State and win outside aid for them by portraying
their efforts as narcotics eradication campaigna. Thé United States
government has donated 2,4-D herbicide (an Agent COrange ingredient)
and spraying aircraft to Burma for narcotics eradicatién. The 2,4-D
spraying program has been conducted in twe "gray areas® of the Shan
State, Kengtung (south of Kengtung town, north of Mong Hsat) and
Kutkal (east of Lashio, west of Salween River), during December 1985-
February 1986 and December 198&-February 19B87.

Major opium growing areas such as Kokang and Wa have'n;t been sprayed
as they are protected by insurgent anti-aircraft capabilities. Other
opium growing areas are protected by deals with and payoffs to Burmsse
military forces. The 2,4-D spraying program has had very little

effect on the Shan State's opium production level., It has, however,
_devastated numerous hill tribe, Shan and Chinese villages in the
affected "gray areas", Opium has been grown in the. Shan State for ’
over 100 years. Growers depend on their opium fields to provide the
minimum trade income necessary for survival. Opium is bartered for

" necessities such as clothing and medicine, and often used to obtain
cash necessary to pay Burmese government taxes and quotas, At present
there are few alternative trade crops., To eliminate opium production

" in the shan State, alternative crops must be provided, with the means
to market them. This would require the development of trade networks,
transportation, and other commercial infrastructure, At present,
commercial infrastructure of this sort exists only for one crop:

opium. Destroying the opium fields without providing alternative

crops results only in the destitute villagers fleeing to areas

where they can grow 6pium under insurgent protection, or to laos
(where they can grow opium without government harassment), or to
Thailand where they are barely tolerated refugees,

The 2,4-D spraying program appears to be carried out in @ manner

that endangers civilians in the gsprayed areas, The hérbicide and

spray drift have ruined and contaminated food cropa as well as opium
crops. Spraying has been_done*in inhabited areas, Illnesses and deaths
due'to ingestion of sprayed food, contact with spray.and inhalation

of spray, have been reported. Both humans and llveatqck have been -
reported affected by the herbicide. Such effects, and rumored/percelved
effects of the spraying program have contributed to displacement
migration in the Shan State.
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The information in this report was obtained by Project Maje during

the perioed Jamuary-April 1987, It includes nine interviews conducted
with civilians from the Shanp State, who recounted personal experiences
such as forced labor, and offered eyewitness accounts of 2,4-I

spraying and other Burmese government programs. The information in

this report was obtained with the help of two organizations whose
stated aims are in opposition to the Burmese government:; the Tailand
nevolutionary Council and the Kachin Independence Crganization,

These organizations are beth active in the Shan State (the X.I.O.

is headquartered” in the Xachin State), and they are politically in
conflict with each other, They are willing to help in human rights
research because they wish to be percieved as having the best interests
of the ethnic minority people at heart., As some insurgent groups profit
from the opium trade, they may alsc have a stake in discouraging attemp
at narcotics eradication. They may also oppose the 2,4-D program
because it has resulted in‘resentful villagers jeining the Burma
Communist Party, @ rival insurgent group.

The T.R.C.'s and K.I.0.'s motives in aiding human rights investigations
do not appear to Project Maje to affect the credibility of the informat
contained in this report. The civilians' accounts of abuse concur

with a pattern widespread in Burma and confirmed by reports by

Amnesty International and the United States Department of State.

The reports of 2,4-D effects tend for the most part to concur with
current scientific data on the subject. The interviewees spoke
spontaneously from personal experience, and did not appear to be

under any pressure tc do so. They did not seem to be following any
political "party line", The Socialist Republic of the Union of Burma
has not allowed international human rights organizatdons to investigate
human rights abuse in the Shan State, so information such as that
contained in this report must at present be sought with the help

of oppositicon groups.

As the pattern of human rights abuse reccunted in this repert is
produced by the ongoing war, stopping the war is the only way to

end this abuse., The title of this report is taken from a poem by

the Chinese poet Po Chu-Yi (772-846 AD). Although he wrote of strife
and suffering in T'ang Dynasty China, his words serve to summarize this
report on the gituation in the Shan State in 1987:

To My Brothers and Sisters Adrift in Troubled Times,
This Foem of The Moon *
Pd Chu-Yi

My heritage lost through disorder and famine,

My brothers and sisters flung eastward and westward,
My filelds and gardens wrecked by the war,

My own flesh and blood become scum of the street,

I moan to my shadow like a lone-wandering wildgoose,
I am torn from my root like a water-plant in autumn:
I gaze at the moon, and my tears run down

For hearts, in five places, all sick with one wish.

* trans, Witter Bynner, The Jade Mountain,
Vintage Books, 1972




RECOMMENDATIONS

There are three mein courses of action to follow once one is aware

of
1.

the ongoing human rights abuse situation in the Shan State:

Xeep iInformed zbout Burmeé and investigate the situation further,
Investigatory missions may be refused entry by the Burmese
government, but significant investigations can be conducted

in border areas where refugees and traders from Burma enter
neighboring countries, The Far Fastern Economic Review provides

in=-depth coverage of Burma's political, economic and human

rights situation. Project Maje can provide background &nformation
and planning advice for investigatory missions.

The pattern of human rights abuse by the Burmese government and
military must be condemned and protested by the international
community. Every effort should be made to expose the fact that
seemingly peaceful Burma has been waging a brutal war against its
own minority groups. Pressure must be brought to bear on the
Burmese government to safeguard the civilians in the war zone,
rather than victimizing them, Military aid and antiZnarcotics aid
that can be used militarily (such as the 2,4-D herbicide spraying
program) should be withheld, Development and relief aid, and
anti-narcetics crop substitution programs should be extended to
the frontier war zone. International relief organizations such

ag UWICEF, UNHCR and the International Red Cross must demand to

enter the frontier war zone, Human rights organizations must demand

to be @llowed to enter Burma to monitor and substantlate accounts
of human rights abuse.

Encourage a solution to the confliet in Burma. This war has gone'
on for three generatlons, killed thousands, displaced tens of
thousands, and brought with it poverty, disease, and a massive
trade in narcotics, Past attempts to negotiate a settlement have
failed due to bad faith on the part of the Burmese government, and
severe factionalism on the part of the opposition. In recent years
there has been a marked consclidation of the opposition factions,
placing them in a position where negotiation is practical, and to
many, desirable, To ensure safety and geood faith, negotiations
should be held under international aegis, sponsored by the U.N.

or an interested ccuntry such as China, Singapore, Malaysia,

Great Britain, or Japan. A satisfactory solution may be found.
through 2 cease-fire, troop withdrawal, and & return to the
autonomy granted the frontier areas in the Independence {1948)
Constitution, With peace, all of Burma can develop andé thrive,

and the Burmese and cther ethnic groups can learn to coexist --
@s neighhbcrs or as compatricts. In the long run, this is the only
way to stop this Southeast Asian tragedy, to ensure that no more
victims are enslaved or tortured, that no more children disappear,
that no more villages are burned %o the ground,
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what is your name and age?

My name is Wruk Htoo Mong
village, My nationality is Paliung.

Have you heard:about Burmese helicopbers or airplanes flying over
villages in your area? '

: Last month, three helicopters came. Two made the sprayings and

one_was for covering the other two helicopters. Th§g ask%d ggem
to leave the fields =~ their fields -~ but they reluse o ave

the fields, And the ground troops came, And the ground troops
came and asked them alsc to leave the fields, But they didn't
leave. So they shot. And then planes sprayed again,

Names of the two who were killed?

One girl from Huai Hong village, I don't know her name. Oh --
three girls from Huai Hong,.

Exactly what village did the spraying take place at?
At this Huai Hong village.

What crops, what fields were sprayed?

: There was in this poppy field they also planted cabbages, lettuce,

..

.

cauliflowers,
How close was the fields to the people's houses in the village?
About one hour's journey, three miles.

People who were in the fields when the drmy came -- how many
people were there and what were they doing?

At that time thére were only‘three of the girls, they were
looking after the vegetables.

wWhy did they refuse to leave the field when all these peorle
told them to go? \

Because they don't want to leave, because they've got to work.
They've got to work on the fields.

They werenit afraid of the people telling them to leave?

They weren't afraid,
What about animals? Were there any animals in tha* area?

There were no animals in the field.

what was the spray that came from the helicopters? What was it
like? What color was it, was it thick or thin, what did it
smell like?

It was green color, Smells bad. If you breathe it, get dizzy,
And if you take the plant that has been affected, then he gets
stomach trouble, gets stomach swelling.

In general, did anything unusual happen after the spraying,
after they came over?

They don't dare to eat or use any of the affected plants. The

iwe%;ing of the stomach, he has to bear about 15 days and then
e dies.,

e
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A1 The plantrgets faded, it becomes discolored yellow, And then it
dries up.

Q: What sbout eny other plants that were nearby that weren't in the
field, like the trees and the bushes? Did something happen to them?

4: All the trees get defoliated and then dry up.

Q: Exactly how did the spraying affect the water around the area?
Was there a taste or a2 smell to the water?

_ A7 The spraying was done only this year, so the effect opon the
drinking water we don't know as yet., Now they don't have any effect.

Q: There weren't any animals in the fields, but did any of the
animals in the area have & problem, even the wild animals or
the birds or something like that?

A: The spraying was done only this year and it was done just
recently, so I don't know what later effects there will be,

Q: What about effects on people? Were there any illnesses at that
time? Who did it happen to, the stomach swelling?

A: The one who ate the vegetables,

Q: Somebody died from this? How many people died?

A: Up till the time I came hefe, there was only one,

Q: What was fhe name? ’

A:; Paw Al Jum. 25 years old, Just married. A Palaung.

———— e e amma. e e & e =

Q: The people in the village, after this happened -= did they
touch sprayed things?

A: Well, they told all of them not to touch the plants. They saw
the death of this man, So they just left the fields like that.

Q: How did the spraying that happened affect the village? I know
it's only a short term effect because it's recent, but will
thgy lose income because of the spraying?

A; Well, they have no other alternative, no extra income, At
least they have rice to eat. The Palaung people in the village,
they depend upon this extra income by planting the poppy fields --
cpium. For buying the clothes and varicus essentiala. But now
they have no other way to find any extra income,

| Q: Will the people in the village stay there, or move away from
the place thatlwas sprayed?

. A: They won't change their village, they've been lving there for over
1% years,

Q: Will they plant that same field again? Will they try to grow
things there?

A: I don't know, as yet.
Q: Wag there any fighting between any army, any troops?
A

: We hear that once the spraying is done on a fi#ld, you Just
can't grow it again. The ground is just dead,
Ko, there wasn't (any fighting).

— - = e
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Q: Was there any problem Qifh the government people at that time,
with that village?

A: Well, the spraying is done only where they have the ground
troops, taken position for security.

Q: What battalion, which regiment were the Burmese troopa?

A: Mong Hsat battalion. I don't know because when we hear the
Burmese trocps are coming, we flge into the forest,

Q: You come from Pak Htoo Mong village -- and the spraying was also
on the fields in yocur village? prEvine

A: It was about one hour's journey from hisiivillage. (Interpreter)
-Q: But you mentioned three girls were shot from anotherx village,
A: Three girls were shot who were working on the fields. (Interpreter)

Q: But when I asked the names of the girls, you said they were from. e
q»y}llage called Huai Hong.

A: That place was called Huai Hong, it's not & wvillage,

Q: Were thé girls from Huai Hong or not? wWhere were they from?

A: The three girls were Akha girls from Huai Hong village. And the
man who got the stomach swelling, that's & Palaung from San Kan
village. .

Q: After the spraying happened, did anyone offer to help the villagers?

A: There wasn't any organization fhat came to their Help. And I
was coming here (T.R.C. camp) I haven't applied to the T,R.C.
for help yet. :

Q: You've told us about the three girls, and another man, These
villages are all in the same vicinity ag yours?

4: They are all, Separated by a mountain ridge.

i e e . s
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J: What is your neme and age?

At Ny name is _uilepemeeehgyyg From Fong Yok, Mong Hsat, seemmeiep
fmpnfy chon.

Have you heard or seen Burmese helicopters or airplanes fliying
cver the village? And could ycu describe what happened?

£
.

e
pod

December 10th, they came. It was fixed-wing planes, three of
them, Two did the spraying, and one covering., The spraying was
done at Doi Chan, it's the name of the place, There's a village
also at this place,

Q: How many times did they spray-?

A: From 10:00 in the morning until 3:20 in the afternocon,
without stopping.

J: What crops were sprayed at that time?

A: During the spraying three people got affected while working in
the fields, Three girls and four men died while working in the
fields, Well, two after the spraying ~- the Burmese troops came,
the ground trocps, and they ate the sprayed vegetables and two
of the Burmese soldiers died, onewsergeant and one private.

Q: What kind of vegeilables and what other plants were in the fields?

A: Cabbage, potatoes, beans, Also the forest,

‘Q: Can you describe how the two Burmese showed they were dying?
- The way that they looked?

A: When the two soldiers ate those affected vegetables, their
bowels were flowing 24 hours., And then they died,

Q: Did they have any outside affect, the way they looked?
A: They became very white. Like'dehydration.

Q: How long after eating the vegetables did they die?

A: Within 24 hours.
R

: And how about the villagers who died after the spraying? How
long after?

A:; Well, the seven who got sprayed in the fields, well, they got
~dizzy and then they fell unconscious, It smelled something like
some bug sprays., And when you get the smell, your throat gets
dried up.
: What color was the spray and was it thick or thin?

: Smoke colored, gray coler, Just like a smoke,

Q
A
Q: Thick spray or thin spray -- like liquid or bug spray?
A: Just like dew.

Q: Do you know the names of the seven who died?

A: They were Muser tribespeople, the seven,

Q: Had you heard about this or had you seen the bedies?

A

: I saw the bodies,
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How far away from the spraying were yocu?

: rbout that far, (Indicating a hill less than 2z kilometer away)

On the flat or on the mountain%

It was on the mcuntein, but I was on a flat field, It's in the
valley, I'm right here, The plane goes through the valley,

: How close was the sprayed place tc the village?

About one hour.

Were there any other hcuses or pecple living closer te the field?

: There were five villages arcund the area where the spraying took

place, One village's name is Si ¥Xc Fah, a luser village, 4 [fuser
village also; Xyu Mong. Nam Pya, ikha village, Eang Moo, Muser.
wWan ¥wong, Muser,

How close was the closest village to the field?

It was right beside the field. ind the spraying also affected
these villages.

So an hour's journey away is what, the Shan village where you live?

T Yes,

The Muser and the Akha villeges -- did any of +the spray get on
the houses or did it stay on the field cnly?

: Sometimes the spraying touches the houses, but sometimes they

don't. Because their aiming must have been very good, I *think.

: Does the spray have any effect on domestic animals, on wild

animals, birds, fish?

Well,.the chickens, when they get affected by the spray, they
died instantly., But the cattle and the pigs, their s3liva comes

-out, What I saw was two horses died, three cows. Seven buffaloes,

£

How long after the spraying did the big animals die?

In about 2 week's time, No medication. Some died in the forest,

: After the spraying, did the villagers touch the things in the fields?

Well, after the two Burmese soldiers died, the villagers didn't
dare to touch or use any of these vegetables,

¥hat about the water in that area -- was it affected, smell or taste®?

Before they did the spraying, the Burmese soldiers told the villagers;

,within seven days not to touch the rivers or streams in the area

that was to be sprayed. But after seven days it will be drinkable,
they said,

The Burmese told them that how many days before they sprayed?
Well, the ground security forces come first to the villages, and

tell them beforehand. Tell them the area that will be gprayed and
?ell them not to use the drinking water in those areas, One day ahead,
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: But the villagers in that arez -- the Shan village and the
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7id they tell them any other things, besides about drinking ithe water?

:+ Ho,

Wag there opium grown in these fields?

: Yes, they're poppy fields,

In that area, was there fighting with eny of the army forces in that
area?

: Yo fighting, at the time when they came tc spray.

jad they had any trouble with the Government at that time?

: No, they were quite civilized. They were Government troops, they

were quite gentle to the peocple.

Muser and the Akha -- had they had any problem with the
Jovernment? Were they considered Burmese-governed villages?
In the past, before the spraying happened, were they perhaps
insurgent villages, or were they Burmese-contrclled villages
with their government and schocls and so on?

7ell, they were still under the Government control, They just
got 2 new school last year, 2 primary school.

How did the sprayins affect the villagers around there -- will
they locse any income because of the spraying, or not?

: Yes, it affects them very much, financially. In this Mong lsat

district, the spraying was done about 3,000 acres.

¥ill the pecple around the sprayed areas stay there, or move
to another place becsuse of it?

7ell, they are thinking of moving, because they don't have

paddy fields. They depend only on their Income from the sale

of opium, to duy rice. These hill tribes, including the Shan villages.
if they nove, how far away will they go?

They are thinking of meving, up to now they haven't, If they just
can't grow opium, they have to find some other place, where they

can do it in safety.

Are they thinking about replanting the fields, or have they replanted
gince the spraying?

They tried to replaﬁt some of the plants, but it wasn't good.

Did anyone try to help out the people affected there?

: Yo compensation,

when's the last *ime the T.R.C. socldiers were in the area?
TLast month.

How meuy ground troops, Burmese soldiers, were there? And what kind
of weapons did they bring?

ibout 300. Hot so heavy weapons. Recoiless rifle, and .57 launchers,
and ,75 launchers, .81 mortars.

How hizh was the plane over the field--when you saw the spraying?

About 20 to 30 feet, when they do the spraying ycu can feel the wind,



Gt Name and age®

A el TSORERR-EEred Shen. I'm from Tengyang, lashio district,

3+ Have you heard about Burmese helicopters or airplanes that fly
over villages?

4: Two fixed-wing white planes.
7: When did that happen?

“A; Well, at the time when the poppy plants are just flowering.
pbout Januvary. (198€)

tnd what happened when the planes came over the villagef?
A; They came as low as the treetops.
%: Then what did they do?

A: They stert spraying, arriving about ©:0C in the morning. Until
3:00 in the afternoon,

G: And what dié the planes do when they flew over?
A: They're just spraying, starting from 9:00 until 3:00.

fis What was the spray like? What &id it look like, smell like?
Thick, thin?

it Just like dew,; frost, fog. FPoggy color, Someting like the smell
of DD®, a strong smell, We don't dare to go toc close, but when
we look at it, it's & foggy color, white.

£
.

Did you see the spraying happen, and if you did, where did you
see it from?

Yes, I saw it myself. ind I didn't dare go too close, and the
Burmese didn't 2allow me to go.close.

=
v

N: How close were you? How Tar away?

-A: Lbhout from here to that mountairn. (Approximétely one kilometef)

Q: Did the spraying happen at your village or at another village®

A; Wan ¥am Tin.

St And who lives in that village?

A: Palaung, There wes one old Palaung lady, who ran to her field
when the spraying was done, because she wanted to save her

field. When she breathed the spray, she fell down and died,

J: Yow leng did it take for her to die after she breathed it?

L: When she fell down, *they bdrought her back. About half an hour, she died.

7: What waz her name?

£: T don't know. 65 years old,

@: Did you =zee her nhody?

A: Yes, I suw it. weil, the bedy seemed Yo have got dehydrated.

Yellowisiki, the skin beecame yellowish. It seemd as if the blood
has dried wg.



location A, interview 3

Q: What crops were in the fields that were sprayed?
A: Cabbage, peas, beans,

Q: Poppies?

A: Poppies, of course. (Interpreter)

Q: what happended to the plants themselves? What did they loock like
after the spray happened?

A: The grasses dried up. And trees also dried up.

Q: I1f some of the plants that were growing there died, how did they die?
A: Well; -ihe«<leaves gel dried;-. - _ _

Q: What about ahimgle.that were.in the area?

A: The animels, when they get affected by the spraying, they fell,
they became something like epilepsy.

Fits?

*o

Something like some kind of fits, then they die,

How long would it take for a big animal to die?

= O > O

: If it's a large animal, if it's a horse or cattle, it takes about
one hour,

-~
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And what about small animals, like a chicked or a small wild animal?

A: The small animals, it just takes 2 few minutes. ,

Q: What about the wild animals like ‘the birds in the forest --
did they die?

A: We don't .see wild animals around.

Q: About the water —- did the water smell bad or taste bad or
anything like that?

A: They don't dare touch the waters that have been affected.

Q); After the spraying, did anything happen to the people who were
in that area?

A: It makes their life hard to make & living, because the so0il
was useless,to grow anything. .

Q: what about the people who were right around the place when the
spraying happened?

A: The people were afraid to use the vegetables which came into
contact with this chemical, so I haven't heard anything happened
to them.

Q: Did the pecple” touch the things that were sprayed?

A: Most of them that came in contact with itcwere livestock, who
were most affected by it. They went dizzy at first contact. After
about an hour, they fell dead.

e

-
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ecple in the fields

When the spreying happened, were there any p
who got underneath thie spray?

The Burmese forbade anyone to go to that area, The one who was
killed went there in spite of the order.

What happened to that one?
The one from Nam Lin I told you about,

How did the Burmese forbid them? Was

this by letter,
announcement, or by scldiers?

or by

There were Burmese troops around the area.

X3

: Since the spraying happened, did it have any affect on the village?

: They

Special trocps or usual troops?

They were sprecial iroops, just for the campaign.
What else did they tell you about the spraying before it happened?

They were forced labor. Aside from that, there was nothing to
talk about.

Did they tell you anything about what would happen after the
spraying? They told you not to go to the area, bwt did they
tell you anything else about what was going to happen?

They explained very carefully, if you go there, you will be killed.

Cn the income of the village?

They suffered much. Mest of the products from the rice field
were also bought by the compulscry buying, they were bought by
the Burmese. They suffered much. Now it is even worse, because

they give only enough for them to eat for one year, and the resi
they took away, : )
Will they, or have they, try to plant again the same fields

that were sprayed?

have to use fertilizers, and if fertilizers aren't available,
then animal manure. And most of the animels are dead already now,
And they haven't the money to buy fertilizers,

.How about seeds =--
used to plant next

i1 They have to bring

the crops that were sprayed, can their seeds be
year?

in from scmewhere else,

: Most of them, they

How soon after the spraying did pecple try to plant things?

won't use the scil for over a year, They
have tc wait for ancther rain.

: Bave any of the pecple who lived in that area gone to another place?

There were many. Mostly they moved nearer to tewns. And some,
those who were bitter enough, they became soldiers in the
Burma Cemmunist Party.

R
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The pecple who moved away, were they Shan, or Muser, Akha?
vhat type of people left their village?

: Shans, Akhas, Pelaungs. And there were many Chinese too,
: How far away did they move?

: Some moved cver east of the Salween River. And some, like me,

to Thailand.
About how many do you think, like you, came all the way to Thailand?
The Chinese were more than the Shans. At least one hundred people,

Around when the sprayihg happened, was there fighting between
any kind of armed groups in the area?

There weren't any.

: Did the villages where the spraying happened have any problems

with the Burmese government?

They haven't had any trouble from the Burmese, They were afraid
of the Burmese government, that's all,

In that area, were there Burmese schools?

: Just schools operated by the Shans. Shan people in the viilage,

local people, .

After the spraying, did anycne come to help the villagers whose
fields were sprayed?

This year there are some fighting with the Burma Communist Party
on account of the spraying, Those who went over to the side of
the B,C.P, were so bitter that they joined the campaign led by
the B.C.P. at Muse, this year, in November and December,

Before they sprayed, the Burmese told everyone not to go in the
area, After they sprayed, what did the Burmese do?

They stayed about three days, and then they went back.

Because the people who gof sprayed might have lost some things,
did anybody offer to give them something, some help?

No, nothing.

e

B o e——

i
R
B

i

el




‘b

Interview 1 =~ LOCATIOR B

1. @ Unich kinis of peorte iive in your villrpe?

A: In my village, ‘ung Kan, there are all iinds of npecrie:
Tai Iu, Tai Thun and Tei,

VWhat worlk do the vililagzers do?

:

T, =@ Are there any Bur .ese sovernuent officials staving in your
villsze, and cre itihere Turmese schoolg?

A: The Bur ese haven't built arything for us, no sclhools, nothing.

L.Z:Do the Buriese collect toes in your viliage?

o

A4: Yes, ithov do. They come &nd telte our buffals, eat our buffalo
and rigcsm, cet everything, It's the sae every vear.

5. Q: Do any otiler groupes c~me and ¢nllect  Tex ir wour village?
Ar Yo, only tie Burmesze movernnent.
4. 9t Is trere any Tighkting in sour village, vetween diffcrent grouns?

A: In '84 Burmese troops moved im to econduct an operation in our
village, They suepected 2 groun of groving opium there, but in fact
there was.nothing, That was four yecars ago.

7. §: When cxactly did they cone to your villaze?

o

They came in '84. They've been ounressiam us for four years.

In '84 they killed. 12 buffalo, 25 pigs and countless .chickens,
In '85 thev illed 5 buffslo, 12 rids and countless schiclkens.

In '86 they burned dovn. the whole villege, even the storehouses
gnd aninal-stslls. There ras nothing left, .

~mese cahe to your villaze?

8, @: Did »ou have trouvtles ~when the
A

: A1) kinds of rnrobleus. They oprressed the villezers. The villarePs
suffered terribly, They birnsd down the villere, sc that we had
no houses to 1ive in, and evervthing that wesn't desiroyed by
< fire was unocled to the ground - aoll tihe storehouses, everrthing.

0L 0: How &o the Bur-ese soldiers behgve towsrds tre villagers?

At This wvear, '87, our villzpye suffered vadly. For exanrle, one old
.Woman was besten tn death; she was 4. Then in the village of
Ho Bung everything wae burned dewvm. In the village of Thalang the
soldiers took 26 buffalo, and countless “igs - altogether about

-
!

62 znimals, inciuding buffalo, cows, zoats ard nigs.

10. 7t Do the soldfers foree the villegers tv become »norters?

At Yes, they warted me to be one, because I was living near them,
They care and asied for buffalo rnd wizs frow me; I had to Sive
ther what + e warted, becsvge I was scared. Taey tola me tnat
if I. saved u- money ond bought a horse for thet, T would not
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15. Q:

16, Q:
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have to be treir vporter. .VWhen the time came, I ran away; if
I .-hadn't, they would have caught me. If they catch &ou, you
have to carry things for them - even if youg're ill, If you
don't, they kill you. '

Have the Burmese grouped people from different villages
together in your area? 1f so, vwhere?

Yeg, they forced us: to sfay in the village of Satung. I also
had tc go. Then they told us to go back to Mung Kan, but we

‘didn't ~ we were scared. We didn't want to go and stay in

Thalang either. They kent telling us to go back, The villagers
haed nothing to do, they ‘just had to sit waiting in Satung.

What kinde of neonle did the Burmese force to stay together
in the same village, and when was it?

They were all Tai., It was on the 15th of the 3rd month,

Vhat do the villagers do when they are forced to stay in
another village?

I don't know if the Burmese have retreated from the area yet:
Do the Burmese allow them to leave the village?

No, and if any news comes in, they try and keep it gecret
from the villagers. They also ask for buffalo and pigs
constantly, ' ' ?

¥hy did you leave your village?-

Because of the government, Because of their operation in

our area. We were staying out in the hills, so.they suspected
us of breaking the law. They thought we were growing opium.
They moved in and searched, but found nothing; They Jjust
caused suffering for all of us. They've been.in our area for
four years. '

Do you want to go back to your village? - .

I have suffered a lot in Thailand, I have been here for one
month and three days. I'd really like to'go back, but I daren't.
I've gone and come back several tires, sc I'm scared the '
government troops will catch -me. If they catch me, they'1ll
torturs ﬁé. ‘ ' .

Have you ever seen Burmese aircraft coming and s?}aying
chemicals on opium fields?

Yes. Out in the hilis, where Muser were staying. I actually

saw alrcraft spraying. It fell on vegetables and grass as
well. When peonle ate the vegetables, they died. Five people

‘died. This was out in the hills. It was terrible; I feel so sorry:;
for these neople. They were growing opium. There were also

other people wio bought the swrayed vegetables and suffered.
Where the svraying took nlace, there's nothing left now,
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Scme of the villagers cried.

They sprayed in every asrea: in Ho Mung, in Mung Kok, in Mﬁng Long.

(subject changed bﬁck,to vorters) The Burmese tie people
together in twos, s0 that they can't escave. They have to sleep
together; it's awful, They even have to defecate and urinate
together. Vhen.. they can't .walk; they are beaten; they are

forced to carry on., If they réally can't go on, then they are
killed., ' '

LAY

I'm Tai, from Mung Kan $eiatemis

FRECEAFREENUR AR
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TOCATION B:-INTERVIEW 2 (ikhe refugee)

I don't do anything now. I used tc haove lots of thinms, but I've
lost everything. I vas caupght to be a norter, They wouldn't let me go.
They wouldn't feed me nroperly. The things were soO heevy. They beot
neople to death who \ouldn't carry things. If they tale you O he a
porter, they don't let you go, SO 1 ran away. Dverything in uy house,
my »igs, my chickens, the Burmese took it all. So I ran away. I
couldn't bear it, so T ceme to Thaileand.

LOCATION B: INTERVIEW 2 (Lahu refugee)

Four years ago the RBurmese came to our v11]age and took our things.
They burned'down cur houses. It was terrible. Ve couldn't bear it, so
we ran away to Thailand. They took neonle to be vorters. They tied them
up and beat them vith sticle. They took all our animsls.

Then again this year, over a aonth ago, they burned deown our villare,
so there was nothing left. They did this to our Muser brothers, and to
the Lahu, to all of us. Ve plgnted opium, and the government cane to
1ook for it, but they couldrihtfing it, so they burned down our houscs.
Yle had nowhere to live, so we came to Thailand. Some of us heve starved
to death. '

liuser, Lahu, Palaung, Tai, we are all treated the saune. \le are talien
to be porters. They beat us to desath. They talke both men and women.

80 women have died from being porters. They took 30 DPalaung peovle,

and 10 of their horses.

whatever we grow, they tzke. They burn our houses. That is vhy we

.have run away. I came here 35 days ago. T want to ro back, but I cen't.

They would beat me. e will be hapvy 4f the authorities here will let
us stay. :

(3
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Tnterview ‘1: LOCATION C

fuestion: {that's your neme, and how cld are you?

incver: Nttt

G: ‘Whet ethnic group zre you?

A: I'm Tai Yhun. % come from the village of Sathung
&: "hat do you do?

Az I'm‘a farmer.

o Wha£ etﬁnic grouns live in your village?

A: Tai and Tai Khun.

G: Whét do the villagers do?

4: They are Iarmers. We grow our own rice and vepetables because
there 1s no market.

Q: Are there Burmnese schools, or is there 2 hospital in the village?
And do Burmese government officials come and stay in the village?

A: There are no schools and no hosnitals. The Burmese come to the village
about once or twice a year.

Q: Do the Burmese collect taxes in the village?

A: The Burmese take animals from the village to eat. They take horses
"~ to carry things. They take rice.

Q: Do any oihef gZrounsg come'and collect taxes?

A: “No,only the Buruese,

Q: Has there ‘been any fighting in the village°

A: Not now. There was several years ago.
Q: “hen was the lzast time the Burmese Army came to the village?
A: In the fourth month.

Q: Vhat did they do when they came?

A: Vhen they arrived, they took rice without paying; they took cows,
buffalo, chiclten and pigs; they took household goods ond other
valuables that the villagers had hidden away, They took everything.

Q: Did the Burmese force villagers to be porters?

A: Yes., They toak 11 ,people for five days. They were made to carry
rice sunplies; each rerson had to carry 2 baskets. They were only
fed once a day. They were forced to walk continuous ly; they weren't
allowed to rest. They-were tied together., After 5 days they couldn't
bear 1t any 1onger and they ran away.
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What dld they do when they came? :f“t‘ﬁlh } ' ;LL- g
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Uhen they errived they took rice wlthcut paylng, tney—uccn CUVIB,
buffalo, chicken and’ pigs, they took household goods and other
valuables that the vzllagers had hidden away. They toolk everything.

L t

bid the Burmese force villagers to be porters?
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Yes. They took 11 people for five days. They were made to carry

rice supplies; each person had to carry 2 baskets., Thej were only
fed once a day. They were forced to walk continoouely; they weren't
allowed to rest.fThey-were tied together. After 5 days they couldn't

bear it any longer and they ran away. . !
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llow did the Burmese treat the villagers?

They cppressed them. They took whatever they wented: ciiiclens,
rigs, rice from”the storehouses, household goods. They didnt't
ask or vnay for anything, Then they destroyed and burned down

the houses. There was nothing left. That'e why I ran away. I
couldn't bear it. I had no choice,

Did the Burmese soldiers malte the villagers work for them?

Thig lezst time they couldn't, because so wmany villagers had fled -
from Mung Ton znd HMHung llan and my village.

Do the Burmese force villapers toc stay together in 'mew villages!' ?

No, they couldn't,because the villagers all fled after the Buruese
began operating on the 7th of the third month.

Yhy did you leave your village?

Because of the unjustified behaviour of the Burmese, their

oppression of the villagers. They ate our cows, buffazlec and chickens,
They raided our vegctable fields., I couldn't bear it. ‘Then they

came to our village, they collected us all fcgether and snoke to

us through an interpreter, a Shan interpreter, ordering us to

give them the food and things they wanted. If we didh't give it

to them, we would be beaten,

Would you like to go back to-your village, or wou}d'you like to

.stay in Thailand?

I can't go back. If they caught me, they'd kill ne.
Have you ever seen the Burmese spraying chemicals on nonpy fields?

Not in our villagé, but I know they've been spraying°villages to
the north. They sprayed the vegetable fields, so that people died
after eating the vegetables. Lots of cattle and buffalo have also
died. Qur village_ié near the Thal border, so they haven't dared
sbray there. : ’

-

In Mung Tooy, et Wan. Pak Foot, the Burmese came and took awvay
2 Ekaw girls, sisters; they raped they, tiicn stobbed them to death.
They lived together with their old grandmother; it was she who
found their bodies - she followed them after they had been abductcd.

- Now the;e's no-one left in Mung Toom or Van Palt Moot; they've all

run away.
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LOCATIOR C

Vhat's your name, how old zre you, and what dc you do?

et erngeSl%. I'n Toi. I come from Bang long, cnd I'm

& farmer.
That ethnic groups are there in your villespe?

Tel and Tai Khun, and tliere are hill-tribas nearby: D:iaw, luser and

- Palaung.

: " Vhat work do the villagers do?

They're farmers. .

Have the Burmese built any schools or hospitals in the village?
Do Burmese government officials come and stay in the village?

'Thej have built no schools or lhosnitals. There is only our Tai

temple :school.

Do the Burmese collect taxes?

They come and talke horses, rice and meat.
Do any other groups collect taxes?

No.

.Has there been fighting in your village?

Yes, there is now, but I'd alrcady left by the time it started.
I‘danit khow'wha the fighting is between. Our group (Shan) and

the Vhite Chinese (KMT) are always coming and going, so I don't
know who it is this time. :

When did the Burmese Army last come to your villege?
About a month and a half ago.

Wnat happened when they came? %

There were terrible nroblens: they burned dovn our houses, our
storehouses; they took all our animals; they tool everything.

How did they treat the yillagers?

: I alwayé tried to avoid the soldiers. They used to catch pecnle

and force them to become porters - both old and vyoung. They would
tie them_together in twos and threes; if they resisted, they were
beaten. I ran away befcre they had a chance to force me to work

for them. If I hadn't, they would certainly have caught me and
forced me to¢ become a porter.

Have the Burmese been forcing villagers tc stay together in 'new
villages!'? ' ' ;

-

No, not at the moment.

Why did you leave your village?
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I was scered of being forced to become a porter for the Buracse.
I didn't want them to take my animals and ronds from ne.

Bo you want to go back to your wvillage, or do you want toc stay
in Thailand?

I'd like to go back, because my fieclds are there, and I still naove
some belongings left there, which the Burmese didn't manage to find.

Have you seen or heard about the Burmese srraying chemicals on
voppy fields?

: .Not in my village, because there are no popny fields there, but

to the north, at Mung In, I've heard they have been spraying not
ondy the poppy fields, but also the vegetables ficids, FPeonle and
animals have died after breath_ng in the chewlcal; tliey hove fallen
ill and died. Also people who have eaten tle sprayed veretables
have. died.

Groud discUssion: Interviewees-B/1, /1, and /2
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About how many refugees from Kengtung have come to this area?

About two or three thousand families. The Bhrmese have been

founding uﬁ reople from different villages to stay in one place.

This happened in lMung Toom, MangH$at, Kengtung, Mung Kan. After
collecting together the villagers, they allowved them to keep 15 'tang?
(1 'tang' i1s about 1 basket) of rice each per fanily; apart from

that they confiscate everytiing., If the villagers run out of rice,

- they have to buy it back from the Burmese. In my area, reople

from altogether 7 or 8 v1lleges have run awvay and gone to live in
dlfferent places.

For how long have peotle been fleelng°

Tor the last 3 or L4 years.

M

Which ethnic groups have come qvef the border?

Tal, Muser, Palaung, Tai Khun, Tai Lu, 'Ekaw, Yao.

Are they men or women, o0ld people or young?

They come as families, or in whole viilages - o0ld and young alile.
When they come to Thailand, what do they need?

Ve need everything. e brought notﬁing with us. ''e have no rice,
no clothes,

Do the refugees from Kengtung mostly want to go baclk?

Yes, they do - if the conditions improve. Dut if things then get
bad again, they'll flee again, because they can't bear the Burmcse
oppression. If the Burmese carry on like this, forcing people to be
porters, forcibly grouning villages together, then in 3 or 4 years
the whole of Xengtung will become - deserted.

Vhy did most of the refugees come?

Because of the Burmese oppression. The Burmese force both men and

women to be norters, If they resist, they are beaten or shot,
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Interview no, 3 100a7TON C

(.: Yhat's your nome, how old zre you, and vhere are vou from?

L1 Hy neme lp SEISSreypmprawugespIREl I Tol. I'm s farumer from

‘Mung Toom.
Q: 'here did you go on your last trip to Burma?
L Hnngfbat.
Q: "hat were you doing?
Trading.

Q: llow do the peorle of Hwens Heat sunnort theumselves?
A,

llowever much rice the villagers nroduce, the goverament allous
each person to leep only 3 'lang' per year ( 1 tlarg? = L'tang'or
basliets), This means they don't have enough to eat, and that's why
they often run away froa their villages. A1l thie rest of their
rice must be so0ld to the government at a fived rrice of 2.5 kyvats
per 'bong'(basket). This rice is then collected together, and if
the villagers need more rice, they must buy it back.

D

what‘about traders?

L: Repardless of whether they have =z shop or not, they are tared
15,000 kyats a year. The rice-millers z2lsc have to nay taxes. liost
people can't vpossibly 'pay that amount, _ T
Uhen people have to buy rice back from the governnent, they have to
pay 150 kyats for 1 'bong', whereas they only got 2.5 liyats vhen
they sold it,
Anyone owning an ox-cart has'to register it with the avthorities.
Then when the authorities want to use it, they will come and use it.
They don't pay anpthing. '
likevise with veople who have motor-vehlcles the authorities use
them vhen they want, and the owners even have to nay the petrol costs.

Q: Vhat about the villagers being forced to worlt as porters?

£: Some people are forced to work for three months, then 6n1y 3 days
after coming back home, thej're taken away toc worldt apain. '
If you don't want to be a porter, then you have to hire another
pmerson in Jour prlace for 2,500 kyats. Either tlhat or you can hile
a horse to go instead of you. In our v111agc, for example, there are
40 houses, and 3 horses. The villagers bought tlhe horses collectively
and then anyone vho wants to hirc the horse can do s0. lioney tiuat
is earned by hiring the horse will go towards buying & new one.
If peonle just refuse to 20 and be mporters, then they are beaten to
death, 3
Recently, in MongHsat, they cut the throats 6f 3 neorle at Loi Lak:
Jang, at Lak Ma and at lung Bu, They were all Shan. It was because
they refused to carry goods. One person had broken his leg, so they
cut off hie leg, then cut his throat, Another had broken his elbox,

&0 they cut off his arm, then klllcd hlm.
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Do the Burmese force neople. of all ages and both seres to be
norters?

They tzke everyone, including vomen. The men &are talzen for cbout

3 =wonths, the wowen for about 25 days. DBven wonen who've Just given
birth are taken - some of them have to souecze milk frou their
breasts zlong the way, becruse they have been separcted froam their
bablies.

: Has there been any fighting in anﬂ Hsat?

Yes, it haprened at 11 o'clock one night when I was there. I learned
about it from some traders who had just coume back to town. Tihey said
it wasn't safe to leave the town, because the Durmese Army wvere
rounding up Pillagers and shooting them, accusing them of housing
and feeding 58A soldiers. They szid the villagers had led the S8A
scldiers to 1:ill Burmese soldiers. They shot peonle in about 5 or &
villages: Kong Moo Tan, Sai Khaw, Wan Mai, Bang ilai, Khat Ba. They
set fire to the houses and beat and shot villagers, altogether about

32 veorle, including children. At the same time They raided the

peoPle's houses, forcing villsgers to carry the tilngs they loated,
from Mung Toom and Mung Kan. They took everything: englnes, bicycles,
TVs, motorbikes, elfctric saﬁs,'crowbars, bowls. Pecple had to

carry the gcodé tied to sticks, one person at each end.

Do other groups collect taxes apart from the Burmese?

No;

Do the villagers plant a lot of onium?

t Yes, they rlanted a lot, but the Burmese came and destroyed it by

cutting it dovm. They didn't .pay any compensation. They even forced
the farmers to cut down the crops themselves.

Have you heard sbout the chemicai spraying of popuny fields?

: Xes, of course. They‘sprayed it irn the area of Chay Sang, zt Ho Ta

Lam, Mung Ko and Mung Wim, They sprayed it on 211 the fields, cven
the vegetable fields. 2 people died from eating the éprayed
vegetables, including one Ekaw naomed See Fay. So'people don't dare

eat the vegetables., Uhen they snrayed, tHey didn't varn the viliapcers,
The chemical they sprayed was black,

Have you.heard of the Burnese collecting neonle together in  'new
villages'? ' :

Yes, in Mung Sen and lung Bu.On.They force the villagers to stay
together, and then if anyone vants ts go out and tend their fields,
they have to ask for permission. In Mung Sen they fenced in the
village with 3 rows of fencing. People who wanted to go and

coliect vegetables vwere allowed out in groups of 5; each person
had to-be given written authorisation. If they weren't in by

L o'clock, they would be punished. Because of this, the villagers
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stomned tending their fields. They had to eat what they had stored.
If 2 man lezaves the villcge for three or more doys, then comes back,
he ig really in trouble: he will be interrogated and asl:ed exactly
vhere he's been and what he's been doing. If he has gone to lengiung,
for example, then he must nrove fhis vith a niece of paner from the
zuthorities; he's not alloved to talte a detour to any other places.
Hovw most of the villagers from Tong Yu Tan do not dare to go boek to
their houses; they're living out in the fields, in the forests. They
ere scared of the Burmese coming and harrassing thew and talting their
arimals; they shoot the buffalo and covs in the fields. In !ons Msat
they shoct the viilagers' livestock, then two or three days later they'lil
tell the owners 1t was becouse the animals strayed onte the gsirstrip.

- Q: “hat;eihnib grouvs live in MungHSat?

A Tei, Muser; Ekaw, Lieor, Chinese.

GQ: Thig 'new village'!' at Mung San, is it in a vallgy or on a hiil?
A: In a'valley. ’
Have'many Burmese come end settled ianengtung?

: o, only the soldiers. .

Have the people's lives changed much over fecent years®?

s N

Yes. In the past neonle were very indﬁstrious in their fields, but now,
. gince there has been fighting, people don't want to plant or build
anything any more: if they hsve houses, then they want to sell them
and move out. Iven their rice they try and sell at 10 or 20 kyats '
per 'bongt', but people don't want to buy it, because they are afrald
of the Burmese coming. - ;

In my village the Burmese come and force peonle to deliver letters
for them. There was one man, he came from- Sai Khaw, he had to
geliver a letter to Bang Hai, but oh the way he went to vigit
someone. When the Burnese found out, they beat him. I saw it with

ny own eyes, S '

L3

+ Is it true that the Burmese take everythlng tney can from the
v1llagers? . '

A: Yes, they take everything, every scrap they can find. People try and
hide their things; even their chiclens, they have to keep tliem upstairs
in their houses. It's worse out in the remote villages. Like in ny
village, Mung Toom, the Burwese called all of the elders of the vil1l:s:
together and then beat them, because they susvected tliem of helping.
the Shan insurgents by reporting Burmese troop movemnents to them.

Then another time there was a man, Lukkata Kantana, who was tortured

to death with electric shocks; he was tortured for two days. His body
has never been recovered, He hadn't done anytihing wrong, but he'd let

a trader stay at his house. The Rurmese arrived and thought he was
housing a Shan insurgent, so they surrounded his house and asled him

to onen his door, Fveryone vas terrlfled, and the trader whn vas stayving
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rt the house managed to run away; the Burmese tried to shoot him,
btut couldn't, sc they caught the house-ovner instead and took him
28 a hostase - they said they'd free him if the trader returned. But
the trader never came back, so they tertured him to death.

The Burmese insist that anybody visiting any villare wust hive a

ietter of authorisation. The letter costs 100 kyets wer nerson. really,

though, it doesn't make any diffe;ence if you have the vnaper or not -
if they feel like it, they'll come and z2sk you for more money. The
veorle who give the vsper sre the Party officials in the villige, Imt
if the police come to the villsge, they teoo will ask for monevy,
vhether you have the paper or not.

Mang HSat is in a shambles now. So many peorle hqve fled - to vlaces
like Bung Ba and Mork Jam. Peonle ‘have also fled froa Hung Toom and
Mae Kham, All the young men zre talten to be porters; they go and then
a5 soon as  they come back, they are called-out again.
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~rom this year, January 29 to February B,Athey spray ong Ji

(northeast Kutkai arez), ind a grandmother, atout 60 years old,
and her four-year-old grandson took some fcod Ifrom their crop.
The old grandmother died on Pebruary 3. The crendson ¢id not die dut

was very seriously sick,

tnd a second place is Zastern Xutkai, Mung Wun village., Some villagers
took food from their crop and one woman diec and another was very
sericusly sick. Some pecple got sickness nearly two weeks. And many
animels ate zrass and some were sick and some died, ind many, their
corn farm crop is destroyed.

4iné another one is jian Jum village and Lilau Jai village: 18 houses,
28 acres of farm were destroyed. And another village is Zin Jai,
there are ten houses, 10 farms were destroyed. ind another: Thanz Tre Su
villages, they have 32 houses, and 35 farms were destroyed, And
another is lia Sang Sin village, they have six houses and six farms
were destroyed. And Man Pying village, there are three houses,
‘three farms destroyed., Pa 21 Jai, this is a Thrinese village, they
have ten houses and they destroyed ten farms. They are all Kachin

and longtime Chinese villages in this area, no Sran. Den lting village,
they have six houses and six farms destroyed. In that ares, one
house: one farm. ind Bao Zin village: 36 houses :smt 36 farms have’
been destroyed., Shang Sa Gu village has 25 houses and 43 farms have
been destroyed. And Nong Leng village, they have 20 houses, and 2C
farms were destroyed. Corn, potatoes, and meny crops, oOver %200 acres
have been destroyed. '

In the northeast of Kutkai, from January 29 to February 5, 1986,

they sprayed, They use from their base in Lashio and they go and
spray. Villagers pay off the Burmese Army, and can continue to grow
opium right within sight of the irmy post. Close to the post they
grow a2lot. They only strafe the area eas?t of Lashio, near Lashio

and Hsenwi, the Loi Taw Range area, They don't in ¥a State -- they're
afraid of anti-aircraft. They came in two airplenes to reconnolter
cur K,I.C. headquarters area, but they didn't spray.

In Xutkai they grow corn, potato, mustard, fruit like zpples,
and grass for grazing horse, sheep, cow., They grow opium because
the land is not goed for rice, so they buy rice.
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HERBICIDE SPRAYED IN KIO ADMINISTRATIVE ARZA

Burmese government sprayed Herbicide in Kutkai District,
southern division of KIO administrative area consecutively

January 29 to February 3, 1986 by helicopters.

Mostly, the distruction was caused in Mung Ji township and
Mung Wun township. The names of the villages were, Li Lau Jai,
Sin Jai, Thang De Gu, Ma Sang Sin, Man Pyin, Pa Zi Jai, Den
Hting., Bau Zin, Nawng Leng, Shang Sa Gu and Ta Shi Zin compri-
sing of 166 houseg and destroyed 197 farms.

Two women, namely, Wang Hkong Di, age 60 and Yang Gyang, age 50
were Hied after eaten herbicide affected vegetables. Young
people lost consciousness and were recovered after given
vigorous medical treatments for several days. Sone people who
hit directly by herbicide spray were suffered from dizziness,
vomit and half unconsciousness for about cne week. Both wild
and domestic animals died after eaten herbicide affected grass

and plants.
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Je Ham <harg Ward, Kengtung Province

A S

Villages Xiac Wiat Wan Kien Wan long Tarng Ko Na Ur Kam Hien Parng Hae Harng Nanm Kharng

Ithnic .
groupt, Huser ' Akha Akha Akha Muser Huser. Hgaor . . Muser

.
Y

Acros_
destroyed: 100 200 300 15C 100 150 5. 350

Peréﬁnﬁ. )
killedt 1° T - - - 1 L oa - T -
name: Nala v . Jalaw

age; 50 ; : 17

sex: l F ' M

Animals
killed:-

cow; = - 3 - T - - - -
buffalog=- . 2 - - - - - ) -

horse: - - - - - 1 - -

Potal

et p——

Villages: 8

- heres
destroyed: 1,500

Parsons
killedi 2

‘Animals -
%illed: 6 cows, 2 buffnloes, ~ 1 horae

"

Spraying data same IB'Nlm Ing.

[
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3. Hurng loong Ward, Kemgtung Province

Village: Hu:z Hoong Sen Karng Nao Hpieng Nam Khem Kul Pa Khorn L ' -

Ethnic

groupt  Akha

Acris p
destroyed: 200

Persbns
killed: -

name; |

‘aget
sex ¢

Animals
killed;
cows -

buffalo; -

horae’ -

" 100

Akha

Village: Kard Nam Xham

Akha

150

Hika

Narn Khan Kao

Akha Akha

150

Nam Kham Mai {lam Ngern

Nanm Narng Nhae [

Ethnie
groupf
Acres -’

destroyed: 200

Persdons
kllqus -

-

name:

age:
| sexy

Animals
killeds

cow: -

buffalo: -

horas: -

Total -

Villages:

Chinese

Huser

7¢

Cr

Huser Alkha

100 150

- 1
Ah Hawla
60

“

Chinese

100

10, Acres destroyed: 1, Z?da'Pcrudnl killeds 2, Animals killed i3,

_ Thrac airplands, two  spraying and qho socurit:. Boginning-becemher 28, 19364

follouod by 12th Bﬁchwﬂ, )5th Division (200 trooau) and 100 pnrnmilitar: trﬂope." -

.,
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- be Murng Koklward, Kengtung Province

Villagdi Wan Korng

Ethnie, -
group:

‘destroyed i 200

Persons
killed:

- names
hges
oex;i

Animals
xilledi

C Q0w

fbﬂffaioé‘

horse;

Vi;lngel Khe Tae La-Kha Pa Sieng Poong Zai Mak Larag

Ethnia

group: Huser

Acres

destroyed: 159

Persons
killed:

name: . Ja=lae

age: 20
sex} M

- Animals
killed:

cow: -
buffalos=

horsa: . 2

Muser

1

]
-

" Muaer Muser

10 280 - oo
1 1 -

Na Saeng, Na~htaw. =

. a7 40
F F
1 3 -
- - 2

’e

] . 9... Vo
Data for Hurng Kok continuodfon;éixt rage.

Parag Hu Htai Kui Ho;na

s I l.' Ha s N
Huser Muser

50"

1
Jashper
30
M

Huser Huseér Muser Huaar
7 130 140 60
- - 1 -
Ah-hpa
33
M.:'..
I
o
M - .
,/., g
- ) X, :'r ' -
A
1 - -
l' )
- AN 1
A b

N

"

éies;ﬂg&s

ep e

AT

33
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{4 Murng KXok, continued) B
R . . o - .
Villlgtn: Nam Lurm Hlk Mong Kuey Hoong EESI__._EE Khae Hae
group: Akha - Akha Akha Akha Akha
--Aeres o L
destroyed: 70 30 250 Lo . 0
e AT ,
| Parsbnk
killeds - 9 - o -
namei 'A@F}poo -
. ngey " o 20
sexi T
Animais
killed;
cowt ' = '  R 1 - =
buffalor = = ‘= - - -
horsoi - - - 1 ' 1
X -f—‘\.l 7" : R
vxlllgoa: Pu ; Nanrupieng Loi Len Wan Poong Naung Poom
Ethnie :
groupt Akha  ~ Akha Akha Shan * Shan
Aorob “'”:f' . - “e - c—
destroyed: 130 150 50 50 110
Pérebnk T ' e
killed:. - - 1 - -
qqigs' - o Ah=nmer- .
age; e Yo
sox:. ' K .
Animala - SR |
killeds " o P
eowg -t ‘ - !7 B l - - r
D A - . ‘t' .
wetder =0 <2 /0 oL .
hor'-g R DR | 1 . - EE.
' - J'- . 3 '-‘
_'Totlll Villl&el: 20. Aeros deltroyoda 2,250, Persons killodl e
Aniuals killod: 6 covq. 5 bqftalooa. 9 horses,
Spraying took ;iaeo during three daya, atarting ‘December 13. 1986-

Thr-- flanos, ono for security #nd two apraying. Pollowcd by

. Am e sl

4oth Buttnlion. Sbth Diviaiah X200" :trogpa) and 100 parnmilitlry troopg.
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5- g Bli led. Kongt g Pr011nco i i
- : : : i i
Py o \ -
groupt Akha Akha Akha Chinesse E
Aered * o _ e
destroyed : 150 150° 100 - 170 - /
A . - fu .
"- e i / e . A .
£
Parlon- . ’f H
killed; = C - - - S :
o i
Animals . Vi
killeds - 14 ,
eow: - A 2 - ! " .. ; y
buffalo: - i - - - ,
horpe: - . .- 1 - _:

ix

Tatal: Villigif: b, Acres destroyed: 570. Animals killeds 2 sowm, 1 ﬂ¢q!go

- B

Spraying took plaee on Devember 18, 1985, Three plancn, tvo apraying and

-

© one !o# sncurity. rollowcd by 12th Battalion, S5S5th Dtviaion (200 trcopl).

and 100 pnrlmilitary troopa.

Kengtuns Province: TOTAL

Wards affected: § . -
¥illages: 4& (Muser 2,, Akha 20, Chinese 3, Shan 2)
Acres destroyed: 6,490

Persons killed: 14 (5 female, 9 mate)

Animals killed: 15 cows, 12 buffaloes, 19 horseg

¥ ----~-l.~'-'--“':‘~ | - - | 35
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RESEARCH METHOD .

The interviews in this report were conducted during the period
January-April, 1987, The nine interviewees were all males, from
the sShan State. Their ethnic groups were: Shan - 5, Tai ¥Xhun - 1,
Akha - 1, Lahu - 1, Palaung - 1. Their ages ranged from 24 to 61,

Location A: Interviews were conducted in the Shan State at a Tailand
Hevclutionary Cecuncil military camp, with civilians who had travelled
to that area to attend a T,.R.C. spcnsored festivel. The interviews
were arranged on short notice., The Froject Director (Edith T, Mirante)
of Froject Maje asked guestions, which were interpreted into Palaung
and shan by T.R.C, officers, Instances where the interpreter rather
than the interviewee answered questions are noted in the transcipts,
The interviewees' answers were interpreted intoc English by the T.R.C.
interpreters. The interviews were taped, and the tapes were transcribed
by the Project Director. Journalists present a%t the interviews asked
some additional questions,

Location B: Interviews were conducted with refugees from the Shan State,
in an area c¢f the Burma-Thailand border. The Project Director arrived

in the area and conducted the interviews without advance notice. Questions
had been prepared by the Project Director and translated into written
Shan by a person affiliated with the T,R.C. The written questions

were read to interviewee 1 by & Shan villager. Interviewees 2 and 3

were asked a general question about how they had become refugees,

and then spcke without further questions. The interviews were tapes,

and the tapes were translated #nd transcibed by an independent

translator (not affiljated with T.R.C.). g

Location C: Interviews were conducted in & village near Burma-Thailand
Border, reetings with two refugees and one cross-border trader were
arranged on shor® notice. The Preject Director's questions were -
interpreted into Shan by a person affiljiated with T.R.C., The interviews:
were taped and the interviewees' answers were translated and transeribed
by an independent translator {not affiliated with T,R.C.). ,
L.I1.0, Information: An officer of the Kachin Independence Organization
iranslated a X,.I.0, information memorandum, and provided additional .
verbal comments., Also provided by K.I.Q. was an additional information
memo, in English, covering the same subject matter. - -

T.R.C, Information: Quantitative data supplied by Tailand Revolutionary
Council, .

Fhotographs; Photographs supplied by Tailand Revolutionary Council,

GLOSSARY

Akha Ealternative apelling, Ekaw): a Southeast Asian hill tribe,

boeng (or tang): a unit of measure -- one basket of dry rice, .

B.C.P,: Burma Communist Party, a group opposed to the Burmese government,
headquartered in northern Shan State.

Kengtung Province: a province in eastern Shan State, bordering Laos,
Thalland and China. -

K.M.T.: remnants of Chinese Wationalist forces (Kuomintang) settled
in Shan State sinece late 1950's (also referred to as White Chinese).

Kutkai: arez of northern Shan State, west of Salween River,

kyat: Burmese unit of currency, official rate 6.45 kyat to the dollar,
black market rate 40 kyat to the dellar,

lang: unit of measure -- equals four baskets of dry rice,

Lisor {(alternative spelling, Lisu): a Southeast Asian hill tribde,

Muser, Lahu: a Scutheast Asian hill tribe, ' -

Falaung: a2 Southeast Asian hill tribe.

Shan, Tai, Tai Lu, Tai Khun: the Shan (also called Tai) are an ethnie
group related to the Thai of Thailand and the lLao of Laos. The
Tai Lu and T&di Khun are related ethnic sub-groups, )

S5.3.A.: the Shan State Army, name of the military force of the T.R.C. 4
Also the name of the military force of the Shan State Progress Party, -,
a8 resistance organization opposed to the Burmese government and T,.R.C.

T.2,C.: Tailand Revolutionary Council, an organization opposed to

the Burmese government.

4-D: 2,4-dichlorophencxy acetic acid, a broad-leaf weedkiller.

2:_a Sgutheast gsian hill tribve, r

I.C0.: wachin” Independenas CrZanizatiun group opposed to Burmese govt,

a

2,
Yz
E.



